From your Council President — October 20, 2021

Greetings from Holy Cross. Let us return to reflection on PPP, this time it
stands for Present, Past and Possible Future. First off, the present.

Your church council has made the decision to hold NO SERVICE this coming
Sunday, October 24, 2021. There is no guest pastor scheduled, no musicians
or special music planned, and the next four weeks are full of activity. Now that
the decision has been made, I am asking you to do something with the extra
time you will have on Sunday morning.

Please reach out to a couple of our church folks you do not normally talk to
during the week. Think of those individuals you have not seen at an in-person
service over the past few months and make an effort to connect with them.
Find out how they have been, if there is anything they need and what you and
your church can do to assist. Are they receiving the weekly mailing or email?

Inform the church office and/or your council members the results of your calls.
This is our first attempt at resurrecting the circles of care calling groups that
were started long ago and is something we should be doing on a regular basis.
A formal structure will be rolled out in the future but let’s get started now!

As for the past, last Sunday we heard guest Pastor Joel Schmitz talk about the
necessity for each of us to serve others, including the least of us, regardless of
status as the need is ever-present. Along with his message we were treated to
his guitar skills as he played and sang the liturgy along with our choir. We will
see him again on All Saints Sunday in November.

Speaking of All Saints, we are planning on honoring all those that have left us,
especially those that have passed in the last year. Please bring a picture or
small memento to the church office to be displayed in our Sanctuary and
Narthex. Take a look at the transformation that has taken place inside those
spaces. Our great cloud of witnesses is up and shinning with glittering light
and the fall decorations and pictures of our veterans grace our worship.

Now for the Possible Future. We have returning guest pastors scheduled for the
next few weeks beginning with Reformation Sunday on October 31st and into
the first two weeks of November. On the third Sunday, we may have the first
appearance of our Interim Pastor if negotiations and scheduling work out. His
job is to help constitute the transition team and lead us in discerning our
potential future. His tenure will end with a successful candidate pastor being
called. More information to follow and your participation is encouraged!

Please do not hesitate to reach out via email or phone to your council
leadership with your questions or concerns - Bryan Struve, Council President



Worshipping at Home with Holy Cross Lutheran Church
October 24, 2021 -~ Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4+ one God,

whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

By the gift of grace in *F Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord



Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the
poor;

that we may live out truth and justice and grace,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the
Word;

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us free to be people of God.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness
of our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek
your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READINGS AND PSALM

Jeremiah 31:7-9

The LORD gathers the remnant of Israel

Psalm 126

Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5)
Hebrews 7:23-28

Christ the merciful high priest

Mark 10:46-52

Christ healing the blind man Bartimaeus

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for
the heavenly kingdom. Alleluia. (2 Tim. 4:18)

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 779 “Amazing Grace”

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert

and manna to rain from the heavens.

Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of
our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

MEAL

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy
Communion, we heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the
love shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

With thanksgiving we remembered that “in the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

The people of our congregation were given assurance of our Lord’s
presence through the gift of his Holy Spirit. Now we bring to you this
same bread of life and this same cup of blessing, that you may be
strengthened through your participation in the body of Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me shall never
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”

At this time, you may remember the gift of holy communion with
your own bread and cup.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace. Amen



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our
faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of
joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

BLESSING - HENRI FREDERIC AMIEL

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of
those who travel with us. So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind.
And Go in Peace to love and serve The Lord.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join
in prayer for all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries
throughout the world that serve as centers of prayer and action.
Empower missionaries, teachers, healers, evangelists, and all who are
sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant
harvests. Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie
farmlands, to patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly
tend them. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build
up the common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all
nations (especially), that peace extends in every direction. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of
others. Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send
healing and relief to all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire
generosity in your people, so that we carry out the work of making
disciples of all nations. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our
faith. Give us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around
your table of abundance. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your
hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.

Amen.
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