Events for the upcoming Week at Holy Cross - Mailing out on April 13th

This week - We are getting ready for another in person worship on
Sunday, April 18th In the Gym! This will be the 34 week in Easter, and we
invite you to RSVP to the office (503 364 604 1), bring your communion elements,
and wear your masks, continue to social distance, and don’t come if you don’t
feel well.

Our bible study, “What is God Saying Today?” took a spring break, but will
resume in person and on zoom on Thursday, April 2274 (noon in person, and 5
pm on zoom)

Coming up — we will meet on Zoom with Christ the Good Shepherd, and St.
Mark’s Lutheran churches for our Racial Justice group — Better Together!

We’ve all heard in the news of the recent atrocities of gun violence. Particularly
alarming was the event in Atlanta that targeted Asian women. Our country is
gradually waking up to the level of persistent racism against Asian

Americans. As part of Better Together among the three Lutheran churches in
Salem, our next Racial Justice Gathering will focus on Anti Asian racism. Our
guest will be Carrie Lee Brown, a retired school counselor. Carrie is Chinese,
born in Cuba. She will share of her experiences of racism along with her
perspective of the history of racism against Asians in Oregon. We will gather by
zoom on APRIL 28 at 6:00 PM. Keep an eye out for the zoom invitation prior to
that meeting.

Also, Synod Assembly is online this year,

Friday, April 30, 3:00 pm-6:00 pm; cluster dinner
6:30 pm-8:00 pm
Saturday, May 1, 8:30 am- 2:00 pm

Stay tuned for more information.

We will also have Drive Up Communion on Sunday, April 25" at noon at Holy
Cross - bring your elements, and enjoy Communion from your car.

Every week, you can find our recorded worship elements on our website —
www.holycrosslutheran-salem.org or on Facebook. Bless you all in your Easter
journey!

Pastor Patricia+



| try to imagine what it must have been like on that first
Easter morning when there wasn’t the knowledge of the
resurrection. When, instead, it was all about death and
disappointment. And | imagine Mary Magdalene coming
to the tomb in order to care for Jesus’ body, to prepare it
for burial. The story was over. The hope was gone. And
then someone shows up in the garden, and Mary can’t
recognize him. Thinking that he’s the gardener, she says,
“Sir, tell me where you’ve taken the body so that | may
bring it back here.”

Imagine a woman, literally, thinking that she could carry
the deadweight of a man. All of that grief, the heaviness
of that physically as well as spiritually, and just then Jesus
speaks her name. “Mary,” he says, and her eyes are open.
And she can see Jesus because she has been seen by
Jesus. Her name has been called by the risen Lord, and
now she is part of the resurrection story that happens for
all of us in baptism. Jesus has called all of us by name and
knows every one of us. And we too now are part of the
resurrection story. Her mourning was turned into dancing.

I’'m going to leave you with this hymn from our newest
worship resource, All Creation Sings, about the
transformation of Mary’s grief into joy. Happy Easter,

dear Church.

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Woman, Weeping in the Garden
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1 Wom - an, weep - ing in the gar - den, who has
2 Wom - an, wait - ing in the gar - den, af - ter
3 Wom - an, walk - ing in the gar - den, Je - sus
4 Wom - an, weep - ing in the gar - den, weep for
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pushed the stone a - side? Who has tak - en Je - sus’
men have come and gone, af - ter an - gels give their
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bod - vy, Je - sus Christ the cru - ci - fied?
wit - ness, si - lent - ly you watch the  dawn.
“Mar - y!” faith and joy meet in  your eyes.
s - en; Christ, of whom the proph - ets dream.
prom-ised; tell the world he knew your name!

Woman, Weeping in the Garden

Text by Daniel Charles Damon, © 1992 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used with permission under license #PS030121-1.

Music by Thomas Paviechko, © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission.

For further use of this hymn, please request permission from the copyright holders or report usage
under a valid license.

Happy Caster. des Chuvvcl
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Hope for a New Day

Sunday, April 18, 2021

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,

for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.

Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God,

now and forever. Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 362 “At The Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

2 Praise we Christ, whose love divine
gives his sacred blood for wine,
gives his body for the feast—
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluial



4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
paschal victim, paschal bread,
with sincerity and love
eat we manna from above. Alleluial

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be
your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

READINGS AND PSALM

Acts 3:12-19

Health and forgiveness through the risen Jesus
Psalm 4

The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3)
1 John 3:1-7

The revealing of the children of God

Luke 24:36b-48

Eating with the risen Christ

NICENE CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

OFFERING PRAYER

God of love,

You call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
For the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy

Communion, we heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love
shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

With thanksgiving we remembered that “in the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”



The people of our congregation were given assurance of our Lord’s presence
through the gift of his Holy Spirit. Now we bring to you this same bread of life
and this same cup of blessing, that you may be strengthened through your
participation in the body

of Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me shall never hunger,
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”

At this time, you may remember the gift of holy communion with your
own bread and cup.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Wellspring of joy,

Through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

And send us as joyful witnesses,

That your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
To know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.



Praying together at Holy Cross — April 18, 2021 -3rd

Sunday of Easter (" D
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring ] r— r@pe
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in . E =~

steadfast love. Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still
filled with questions and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as - r@ P Z
we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies = =
repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations.

Hear us, O God. ' \_IJ T
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Your mercy is great.

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe D} /2 |Y

out of your love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need
of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and

sustainable home.

Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for
guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your
lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant
to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and
wholeness. Be close to the hearts of the lonely.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God.
Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like
you in our mutual love and bold witness.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank
you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join
them in everlasting life.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



JESUS SAID TO HER, “I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.
WHOEVER BELIEVES IN ME, THOUGH HE DIE, YET SHALL HE LIVE,
AND EVERYONE WHO LIVES AND BELIEVES IN ME SHALL NEVER
DIE. DO YOU BELIEVE THIS?” JOHN II:25,26



